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What Does the "Abomination of Desolation" 
Signity? 


Sixbert SANGWA - May 01, 2024 


The term "abomination of desolation" is deeply rooted in biblical prophecy, originating from the book of Daniel 
and later referenced by Jesus in the Olivet Discourse. But what exactly does it signify, and how does it unfold in 


the context of Scripture? 


Firstly, let's dissect the terminology. "Abomination" conveys something utterly detestable or repulsive, while 
"desolation" indicates a state of complete emptiness or ruin. Therefore, when combined, "abomination of 
desolation" suggests a despicable entity or act leading to utter desolation, particularly within the sacred 
confines of the temple. It's worth noting that various Bible translations may offer alternate renderings such as 
‘the abomination that causes desolation" or "the sacrilegious object that causes desecration,’ but the essence 


remains consistent. 


Daniel, the esteemed prophet, provides a framework for understanding this ominous concept. He outlines a 
sequence of events tied to the abomination of desolation: a future ruler will strike a seven-year covenant with 
Israel, only to betray it midway. This ruler will then disrupt the temple's sacred rituals, defiling it with sacrilegious 
acts (Daniel 9:27; Danie! 11:31). This desecration will persist until divine judgement is rendered, approximately 


three and a half years later (Daniel 12:1). 


Historically, the actions of Antiochus IV Epiphanes in 167 BC bear some resemblance to Daniel's prophecy. 
Antiochus profaned the Jerusalem temple by erecting an altar to Zeus, offering a pig in sacrifice, and 
subjecting the Jewish people to various atrocities. However, this falls short of fulfilling Daniel's prophecy, as 
Antiochus did not establish a seven-year covenant with Israel. Moreover, Jesus' reference to this prophecy in 


Matthew 24 suggests a future fulfillment beyond Antiochus' reign (Matthew 24:15—16). 


Some scholars draw parallels between the abomination of desolation and the AD /0O destruction of Jerusalem, 
when Roman forces introduced pagan symbols into the temple precincts. However, it's believed that Jesus was 
alluding to a future figure known as the Antichrist. This Antichrist, according to prophecy, will broker and then 
break a covenant with Israel, desecrating the temple akin to Antiochus. This event has yet to transpire fully and 
may involve the Antichrist's confidant, the false prophet, instigating worship of the "image of the beast" 
(Revelation 13:14). For this to occur, the Jerusalem temple would need to be reconstructed before or during the 


tribulation period. 


In contemplating the abomination of desolation, humility and reverence are essential. It serves as a sobering 
reminder of the spiritual warfare depicted in scripture and underscores the need for steadfast faith amidst 
tumultuous times. As believers, our focus should not solely dwell on deciphering eschatological mysteries but 


on living lives dedicated to righteousness and devotion to God's word. 


Related Articles 
e What Are the Ten Horns of the Beast? 
¢ Who Exactly Is the "Prince of Persia" in Daniel 10? 


e What Are the Seven Heads of the Beast in Revelation? 


¢ What Do the Four Beasts in Daniel Chapter 7 Symbolize? 


¢ What Does the Bible Say About the Revived Roman Empire? 
¢ What is the Significance of the "Little Horn" in the Book of Daniel? 


¢ Who is the Antichrist: the second person in Satan's unholy trinity of the end times? 
¢ Who Were the Kings of the North and South in Daniel 11, and How Was the Prophecy Fulfilled? 


Further Resources 


e Discover Online Ministry Opportunities at Open Christian Ministries (USA) 


e Pursue an Online Christian Degree from Open Christian University (USA) 
e Explore Christian Business Services from the Center for Faith and Work (Rwanda) 
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